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ORF Legal Reform 
Promoting transparency in ISDS in South East Europe
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Open Regional Fund for South East Europe - Legal 
Reform
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New phase 

A regional project that works on behalf of the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
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Operation in 6 countries parallel: Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia

What means regional?
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Areas of work through years 

• Conferences on EU approximation (2007-2009), 

• Consumers protection (2007-2009), 

• Regional harmonization of commercial laws (2007-2009), 

• Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA+) (2007-2009),

• Establishment and Strengthening of SEELS (2010-2014),

• Regional implementation of CISG/ICA (2007-2010), 

• Establishment of the Civil Law Forum for South East Europe (2008-2011), 

• Improvement of the Notary system and its supervision (2008-2012),

• Balkan Enforcement Reform Project (co-financed with CILC) (2009-2011),

• Cross border recognition and enforcement in civil and commercial matters (2012)

• Transboundary judicial cooperation in civil matters (2014- )

• Regional implementation of ADR instruments (2011-2015), 

• Antidiscrimination (2015-2016 ), 
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Our mission

The regional cooperation for the implementation of 

Chapter 23&24 of the EU acquis is improved 
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Why do we promote transparency in 
Investors State Dispute Resolution? 

06.04.2017

Common problems: Corruption, 
enforcement of contracts, and the 

rule of law

EU 
Reports 

Doing 
business 
Report 

Corruption 
perception 

index



Seite 7

Implemented by

Corruption perception index
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Bilateral Investment Treaties
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What challenges the countries in SEE face ?

• Claims in international arbitration. 

• Lack of capacities and networking to follow up the 

latest development in the area.

• Regional and international networking in the area of 

investment dispute resolution is missing. 
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Objective 

Regional cooperation in the area Investments dispute 

resolution is improved
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Application of international 
arbitration standards in SEE

Involvement in 
international 

discussions- to 
achieve global and 
regional integration

Promote legal text 
in transparency in 

ISDS
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How and with whom to work

Ministries of 
Justice 

State Advocate/ 
Attorney general 

Students 

Researchers

Promote the 
Transparency text to be 
signed 

Promote the 
Transparency text to be 
included in new BIT

Promote the 
Transparency text in 
legal education 

Promote the research in 
Transparency and other 
text
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The regional cooperation for the implementation of 
Chapter 23&24 of the acquis is improved 

Objective:
The Arbitration Network in SEE has improved 

its capacity to apply international standards

Law students, legal practitioners and 
decision makers from SEE are familiar 
with recent international discussion on 

ADR  

Law students, legal practitioners and 
decision makers from SEE are familiar 
with recent international discussion on 

ADR  

SEE Countries have a 
stronger presence in 

international community 

SEE Countries have a 
stronger presence in 

international community 
One common legal 

solution is developed 
by SEE countries on 
special aspects of 
arbitration rules

One common legal 
solution is developed 
by SEE countries on 
special aspects of 
arbitration rules

Decision makers are familiar with 
the UNCITRAL Rules on 

Transparency and UN Convention 
on Transparency in Treaty Bases 

Investment Arbitration 

Decision makers are familiar with 
the UNCITRAL Rules on 

Transparency and UN Convention 
on Transparency in Treaty Bases 

Investment Arbitration 

Countries express willingness to 
adopt the UN Convention on 

Transparency in Treaty Bases 
Investment Arbitration 

Countries express willingness to 
adopt the UN Convention on 

Transparency in Treaty Bases 
Investment Arbitration 

Regional Network of 
CLOUT Database 

National Rapporteurs 
is established 

Regional Network of 
CLOUT Database 

National Rapporteurs 
is established 

Visibility of 
women in the 
arbitration in 

SOE has 
increased 

Visibility of 
women in the 
arbitration in 

SOE has 
increased 
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Adela.llatja@giz.de

Thank  you!
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As a federal enterprise, GIZ supports the German Government in achieving its 
objectives in the field of international cooperation for sustainable development.
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sm1 Das Büro des relevanten Landes eintragen. Beispiel ist für Bosnien-Herzegowina gegeben.
sejla.mujacic; 18.10.2013


